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1. The weak aspects of Soviet society were: The low standard of living; the
curtuilment of liberty; the fallure to apply sociel legislation; the abuse
of esuthority and the consequent social inequality; the almost unattainable
work norms; the constant fear of authority, and the tendency to drunkenness
in order to forget everything; the general inclination to steal in order to
obtain necessities; the want of cfvil culture; the compulsion to inform
and the fear of informers; the paucity of means of communication; the need
for diversions; the low :vel of morality; the want of family unity; the
lack of respect for the rights of women, and their employment in neavy work
which deprived them of ti= opportunity to bring up their children; the
absence of the right to -hoose one's work,and compulsory work displacement,
which was upsetting to ta: worker.

2. Food vas not abundant ir the Soviet Union, although there were enough staples,
such as potatoes, breac cabbage, and margarine. There were not erough rice,
eggs, milk, meat, fith, .. .gar, oil, coffee, fruits, vegetables, und many
other products.

3. Clothing was an extreme .+ escarce item. Clothes worn by prisoners could be
sold readily for prices ‘atgin another country, would have been paid for
new clothing of better q.ality. The majority of the civilian population had
the general appearance of beggars. A large segment of the population wore
old Army clothing. 50X1-HUM

| Fuel was rationed. The people
were nct permitted to take wood, even if they lived in the middle of the forest.

5. As a ru.ie, Soviet citizens were discontented with the government, although
this feeling was not expressed publicly. The youths were influenced by
propaganda, but their elders cooperated with the government only because
they were afraid to do otherwise.
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The Soviet populdtion did not express opinions on the United Rations;
Spuin, Praves, Beslond, oF thz Unitsd Zialeo, bus Lhey exbdvlitel Jeautn ol

pride in being th; most pcwerfu.l people in the world. 50X1-HUM

a clandestine organization called the ‘Black Cat whic20X1-HUM

reportedly had as members. survivors of General Vlasov's Division. There
was sympathy for this organization in the Ukraine, the Urals

a band belonging to this organization had attacked a truck that
was headed for Camp No. 1 in Sverdlovsk (N 56-50, E 60-38). The band
killed the MVD guards, set fire to the truck, and invited the prisoners
to join their ranks, but the prisoners preferred to return to camp, and
the attackers showed them the way back. | in Odess50X1-HUM
three trucks loaded with priscners on their way to the outskirts of the
city were attacked by members of this band, and two of the trucks 50X1-HUM
and their occupants disappeared and were never heard from again.

50X1-HUM
In the summer of 1953E|]1n Sverdlovak‘ a subversive
plot had been discovered. e plot leader was reportedly an army. colone50x1-HUM

and director of a tank factory, who was aided in the piot by several
officials and numerous other persons. The colonel was executed. This
event resulted in a marked increase of vigilance in the camp, with
machine guns being placed at the guard posts.
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